INFORMATION 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATIO 
No. 1260 Washington, D. C. November 12, 1949 
— — Clarence B. Randall of lnland Steel 


John F. McGovern, President of the 
National Canners Association, is at 
present suffering from a severe virus 
infection. He has been confined at 
St. Barnabas Hospital, Minneapolis, 
Minn., since November 2. 


Because of his illness, Mr. Me- 
Govern was forced to cancel his ap- 
pearance as chief speaker on the pro- 
gram last Monday of the Wiscon- 
sin Canners Association. Secretary 
Campbell substituted for him on that 
occasion and will do so again at the 
Illinois Canners and the Pennsylvania 
Canners meetings, at Chicago, Novem- 
ber 14, and York, November 21. 


Food Processors To Be Heard 
In Study of Price Spreads 


Chairman Guy Gillette of the Sen- 
ate Subcommittee on Utilization of 
Farm Crops has announced that the 
hearings on price spreads between 
what the farmer receives for food and 
fiber and what the consumer pays will 
be resumed November 28. 

Following a hearing to take addi- 
tional testimony of the baking indus- 
try, the price spread investigation will 
start with a statistical report from 
Government agencies on food prices, 
a study on food price spreads gener- 
ally existing throughout the country 
on a preduct basis, and a review of 
the efforts of the Department of Agri- 
culture to develop means of lowering 
marketing costs to consumers. 

The subcommittee has received testi- 
mony from representatives of the 
baking, flour milling and dairy indus- 
tries, and now announces for the first 


(Please turn to page 336) 


1949 Corn Pack 


The total pack of canned corn for 
1949 is 83,138,318 actual cases, as com- 
pared with 34,410,040 cases in 1948, 
the Association’s Division of Statistics 
reports. This is a decrease of 1,271,- 
722 actual cases below last year’s pack. 

The 1949 corn pack by variety and 
style of pack and also by states is 
reported on page 335. 


To Address 1950 Convention Session 


Clarence Belden Randall, president of the Inland Steel Co., Chi- 
cago, has accepted an invitation to be one of the chief speakers at 
the Second General Session of the 1950 Annual Convention of the 
National Canners Association at Atlantic City, Sunday afternoon, 
January 29, 1950. He gave his consent despite the obvious pressures 
of the current labor problem in steel which came to him a compara- 
tively short time ago, when he was elevated to the presidency of 


Inland in April. 


The Second Session of the Conven- 
tion is the one at which the emphasis 
will be placed on production, and it is 
particularly appropriate to have so 
well-known a production authority as 
Mr. Randall as a keynote speaker. 

Born in Newark Valley, N. Y., Mr. 
Randall studied at Wyoming Semi- 
nary, Kingston, Pa., and received his 
A.B. from Harvard in 1912, and his 
LL.B. from the same institution in 
1915. He has since been awarded 
honorary degrees by the Michigan Col- 


(Please turn to page 334) 


Schedule of Statistical 
Reporting for 1949-50 Season 


The schedule of pack and stock re- 
ports to be compiled and issued by the 
Association’s Division of Statistics 
during the 1949-50 season was mailed 
this week to canners of fruits, vege- 
tables and baby foods. 


The schedule lists seven fruits and 
12 vegetables, in addition to baby 
foods, for which stock reports will be 
issued, and the months for which re- 
ports will be made. Stock reports to 
be issued during the current season 
will total 138, of which 61 will cover 
fruits and 65 vegetables. 

The Statistics Division also will 
issue pack reports on 20 fruits and 
21 vegetables. 

Mailed with the N.C.A. statistical 
program was a schedule of wholesale 
distributors’ stocks to be issued by the 
Bureau of the Census, which has an- 
nounced that monthly reports on 
wholesalers’ stocks of selected canned 
fruits, vegetables and juices was to be 
resumed beginning November 1. 


Commerce Department Report 
Cites Low Canned Food Prices 


Retail prices of canned fruits and 
vegetables are generally below those 
for frozen products and compare 
favorably with the same foods in fresh 
form, it is reported by the Department 
of Commerce in its industry report, 
Canned Fruits and Vegetables. 

The October issue, just issued, 
marks the resumption of publication 
of the canning industry reports. 

“Retail prices of canned fruits and 
vegetables average generally between 
60 and 80 percent of the prices on 
equivalent quantities of the corre- 
sponding frozen products,” the indus- 
try report states. “Usually, the maxi- 
mum price among the different brands 
of the canned item is lower than the 
minimum price in the range for the 
comparable frozen fruit or vegetable. 
In some instances, canned prices are 
also well below the cost to urban con- 


(Please turn to page 336) 


Directory of Businesses 
Seeking Export Trade 


A directory of small business firms 
desiring to enter or to continue in 
export trade will be compiled and dis- 
tributed to overseas buyers by the 
Economic Cooperation Administration. 

The directory is intended to serve 
as a ready reference to American 
sources of supply, and its usefulness 
is expected to continue long after the 
cessation of ECA activities in 1952. 
Printed in the languages of the coun- 
tries participating in the European 
Recovery Program, it will be distrib- 
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uted to European importers and other 
buyers. 

Canners interested in registering 
will be able to obtain application 
forms at any of the 42 field offices of 
the Department of Commerce or 
through some 2,000 local chambers of 
commerce cooperating in the program. 

ECA has announced that it will 
observe a statutory definition of small 
business — independently owned and 
operated, having no more than 500 
employees, and not dominant in the 
trade or industry. It is expected that 
the requirement with respect to 500 
employees may be waived. 


PERSONNEL 


C. G. Woodbury Offers Grant 
For Raw Products Research 


Dr. Charles G. Woodbury, former 
Director of the Association’s Raw 
Products Bureau, has made a $1,000 
grant to the American Society for 
Horticultural Science, the fund to be 
awarded in annual prizes of $100 each 
for the outstanding scientific paper 
pertaining to the development or im- 
provement of crops grown for can- 
ning. 

The proposal was made at the re- 
cent annual meeeting of the Society 
in Milwaukee and was unanimously 
accepted. Details on methods of an- 
nually selecting the outstanding re- 
search paper are being worked out by 
a committee of the Society, it is stated 
by Dr. F. S. Howlett, secretary. 


Dr. Woodbury was Director of the 
N. C. A. Raw Products Bureau from 
its creation in 1920 until his retire- 
ment in 1946 and has been a member 
of the American Society for Horticul- 
tural Science since 1906. 


Canners League of Florida 


The Canners League of Florida re- 
cently elected the following officers for 
1949-50: 

President—J. Logan Bloodworth, 
Cherokee Products Co., Ft. Pierce; 
vice presidents—R. C. Lewis, Bordo 
Products Co., Winter Haven; Garland 
C. Norris, of Garland C. Norris, Inc., 
Deland; and George Gooding, Cali- 
fornia Packing Corp., Tampa (re- 
elected) ; treasurer—Charles McCart- 
ney, Stokely Foods, Inc., Tampa 
(reelected) ; and secretary-manager— 
Homer E. Hooks, Lakeland (re- 
elected). 


Wisconsin Canners Association 


The Wisconsin Canners Association 
elected the following officers this week 
at the association’s annual conven- 
tion: 

President—-S. K. Ferguson, Lake- 
side Packing Co., Manitowoc; vice 
president—A. N. Meyer, Fredonia 
Canned Foods, Inc., Fredonia; secre- 
tary—Ray D. Krier, The Krier Pre- 
serving Co., Belgium (reelected) ; and 
treasurer—J. E. O’Brien, Stokely 
Foods, Inc., Columbus. Marvin P. 
Verhulst continues as executive secre- 
tary. 


Dr. Cameron Speaks 


Dr. E. J. Cameron, Director of the 
N. C. A. Washington Research Labora- 
tory, recently addressed the Army 
Medical Department, Meat and Dairy 
Hygiene School, for Veterinary offi- 
cers, on “Bacteriological and Spoilage 
Characteristics of Canned Foods.” 


The two-hour lecture included a 
general statement on the bacteriology 
of canned foods with particular refer- 
ence to organisms causing spoilage 
in both low acid and acid products. 
This was supplemented by a discus- 
sion of the objectives of processing 
and methods by which it is done. 
Consideration was given to sources 
of spoilage bacteria and the means 
for control. The final section of the 
lecture was on the subject of public 
health implications. Lantern slides 
were used for illustration. 


Clarence B. Randall 
{Concluded from page 333) 


lege of Mining and Technology and 
Northwestern University. 

Following admission to the Michi- 
gan bar in 1915, Mr. Randall con- 
ducted law practice for 10 years at 
Ishpeming, Mich., except for two years 
as an infantry captain in the first 
World War. He entered the services 
of Inland Steel as assistant vice presi- 
dent in 1925. His advance in the Chi- 
cago office of the company has been 
steady. In 1930 he became vice presi- 
dent, in which capacity he served until 
his appointment as president this year. 
He has been a director of Inland 
since 1935, 

Mr. Randall has been a leader in 
community and educational affairs 
during his entire career. He was 
general chairman of the Chicago 
Community and War Fund Campaign 
in 1944 and Director of the National 


War Fund in 1944-45. He has served 
as president of the Winnetka, III, 
board of education, is a trustee of 
University of Chicago, Wellesley Col- 
lege, and the Chicago Natural History 
Museum, and is a member of the Har- 
vard Board of Overseers. He also is 
this year’s president of the Harvard 
Alumni Association. Mr. Randall has 
been a national vice president of the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers and a member of the Industrial 
Conference Board since 1946. In the 
summer of 1948 he was a steel con- 
sultant for the Economic Cooperation 
Administration in Paris. 

With Roger N. Baldwin, Mr. Ran- 
dall is co-author of Civil Liberties and 
Industrial Conflict, published in 1938, 
and has written occasional magazine 
articles. 


SUPPLIES 


International Agreement Aims 
At Stability in Price of Tin 


In the face of an imminent world- 
wide surplus of tin, the International 
Tin Study Group has drafted an in- 
ternational agreement intended to pro- 
vide the means for avoiding excessive 
—— fluctuations in the price of 
tin. 


While allowing for a system of 
country-by-country tin allocations in 
the event of tin shortages, the pro- 
posed commodity control agreement is 
regarded now only as a means of reg- 
ulating the price of tin in interna- 
tional trade, probably through an in- 
ternational brokerage authorized to 
buy and sell tin. 


The international allocation of tin 
now in force as a result of war short- 
ages is expected to terminate some- 
time next year. 


The draft of the commodity control 
agreement, together with a statement 
on the position and prospects of the 
tin industry, was prepared by a work- 
ing party of the Tin Study Group at 
a meeting at The Hague October 26- 
November 2. Both documents will be 
presented at an International Tin Con- 
ference in late winter or early spring. 


The Tin Study Group has func- 
tioned autonomously until now but is 
expected to ask the United Nations to 
call for the International Tin Con- 
ference. 


If and when approved in final form, 
the commodity control agreement 
would require Senate ratification. 
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STATISTICS 


Lima Beans for Processing 


The preliminary estimate of the 
1949 production of green lima beans 
for canning, freezing and other proc- 
essing is 80,210 tons, according to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
This exceeds the 1948 production of 
68,780 tons by about 17 percent. 


The 1949 planted acreage is esti- 
mated at 104,600 acres. The 1949 har- 
vested acreage is placed at 100,750 
acres. Loss of acreage planted this 
year was only about 4 percent. 


The 1949 estimated yield of 1,592 
pounds of shelled lima beans per acre 
compares with 1,626 pounds obtained 
in 1948. Better than average yields 
were obtained in all important states 
except Washington. In Michigan and 
Wisconsin, this year’s yield per acre 
is record high. 


Harvested 
State acreage Production 
1948 1949 1948 1949 
(acres) (tone—shelled) 
New York 1.400 1.300 860 840 
New Jersey, 11.900 18,100 7,820 8,660 
Pennsylvania 4,000 4,000 2,640 8,340 
800 950 360 480 
Michigan 2.600 4.000 910 3.800 
Wisconsin 4,900 7,500 2,920 6,490 
Delaware 16,200 18,000 10,770 7 800 
Maryland 3,800 6,000 2, 
Virginia ...... 3.400 8,900 2,670 2288 
Utah 
Washington 1,230 2,400 960 1,140 
California . 22,080 21,600 28,150 26,160 
Other States 12,300 19,000 8,800 13,830 
U. 8. Totals.. 84,610 100,750 68,780 80,210 


Ark., Colo., Ga., Idaho, III., Ind., Iowa, 
Kans., Minn., N. C., Okla., Ore., ‘and Tenn. 


Spinach for Processing 


The 1949 production of spinach for 
processing is 79,020 tons, according 
to a preliminary estimate by the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics. This 
exceeds the 1948 production of 48,540 
tons by about 63 percent. 

The 1949 yield per acre is 2.65 tons 
which compares with 2.28 tons for 
1948 and 2.31 tons for the 1938-47 


average. 
Acreage Production 
State 1948 41949 10946 1949 


(acres) (tone) 

Texas .......... 4,600 6,000 7,600 10,800 
California ....... 4,800 17,470 28,000 89,600 
Virginia ........ 600 660 1.500 1,700 
400 4860 900 1,100 
200 200 600 600 
Maryland ....... 600 1,060 1,140 2,220 
Spring .. 300 540 680 
N 300 700 600 1,540 
Arkansas 6,760 6,600 10,800 11,500 
Spring 4,760 4,100 7,600 7,000 
Fall 2,000 2,600 3.200 4,500 
Oklahoma 4,000 8,000 4,500 13,200 
Spring 2.500 4,000 3,000 7,200 


21.250 29,790 48,540 79,020 


Pimientos for Processing 


A harvest of 23,300 tons of pimien- 
tos for processing in Georgia is esti- 
mated for 1949 by the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. This is about 30 
percent above the 1948 production of 
17,880 tons. 

A yield of 0.95 tons of processing 
pimientos in 1949 compares with 1.25 
tons obtained last year. Too much 
rain in Georgia during the summer 
months curtailed the yield per acre, 
but the estimated production is the 
largest since 1938 because of the large 
1949 acreage grown in the state for 
processing. 


1949 Pack of Sweet Corn by Variety and Style of Pack 


White Golden Total 
State Cream Style Whole Kernel Cream Style Whole Kernel White & Golden 
(actual cases) (actual cases) (actual cases) (actual cases) (actual cases) 
Ma, W.. ..... 1,025, 365 101,039 1, 136,078 
1,086,911 482,982 1, 560, 893 
244,518 206, 640 886, 966 507, 004 1,936,118 
Venpsylvania 18, 500 195, 507 11,274 467, 542 002. 
1 328. 100 27,055 616,633 95,418 1, 067, 206 
r 057,113 40, 250 436, 959 36, 600 1.471.021 
A 1, 087, 667 218, 660 1,849, 221 1,800,028 5, 864, 585 
Wiaconain. . 108, 555 05, 866 2,122,103 5, 491, 470 7,817,004 
Minnesota........... , 684 4,508 2,211,901 3,810,254 6,055,347 
lowa and Nebr... 642,248 42,289 1,850 524, 087 2.001, 383 
Other States. 180, 004 3,615 1,081,328 1, 360, 923 3,525,870 
eee 4, 505, 063 924, 300 13, 020, 520 14, 688, 336 33, 138,318 


r corn, white and 
hole kernel corn, ‘white and 


comprises 53 percent of the 1949 pack, and the pack of 
„ is 47 percent. 


Cucumbers for Pickles 


Preliminary estimates by the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics place 
the 1949 production of pickling cucum- 
bers at 11,806,000 bushels, about 20 
percent above the 1948 production of 
9,847,000 bushels. 

The 1949 revised estimate of acre- 
age planted to cucumbers for pickles 
is 147,710 acres, or about 6 percent 
above 1948 plantings. The preliminary 
estimate of acreage harvested, 137,840 
acres, is about 10 percent above the 
1948 harvested acreage of 125,100 
acres and about 38 percent above 
average. Loss of acreage planted in 
1949 was around 6 percent, slightly 
less than average abandonment. 

The estimated yield for 1949 is 86 
bushels per acre. This compares with 
79 bushels obtained in 1948. This 
year’s yield per acre for the United 
States is the largest on record. 

These estimates of cucumbers for 
pickles include pickles sterilized in 
glass or tin containers but do not in- 
clude green cucumbers processed as 
“over night” and similar type pickles. 

Total stocks of salt and dill pickles 
in tanks and barrels on October 1, 
1949, are estimated by BAE at 11,991,- 
000 bushels. The 1949 holdings are 
about 22 percent above the October 1, 
1948, holdings of 9,838,000 bushels and 
are the largest on record. 

Stocks from the 1949 crop are esti- 
mated at 9,568,000 bushels. This ex- 
ceeds the holdings from the 1948 crop 
of 7,543,000 bushels by about 27 per- 
cent. 

The October 1, 1949, carryover from 
previous crops amounted to 2,423,000 
bushels, 6 percent more than the carry- 
over on October 1, 1948, of 2,295,000 
bushels and about one-third above 
average for the corresponding date. 


Corn Pack in Actual Cases 


The 1949 corn pack, basis of 24/2’s, 
was 29,795,000 cases as compared with 
31,483,000 cases in 1948. 


Btate 1948 1949 
(actual cases) 
Maine and Vermont..... 640,314 1,136,078 
e. 1. 180. 1,569, 893 


111 1,513,827 1,067,206 

5,085,045 5,864, 585 
6,320,006 7,817,004 
7,538,781 6,055,347 
Iowa and Nebraska 3,397,805 2,001,383 
Other States—East...... 271,319 144, 672 
Other States—West..... 3,618,725 3,381,108 


Total United States. 34,410,040 33, 138,318 


| 
Maryland and Delaware, 2,405,686 1,936,118 
Pennaylvania........... 644,727 602, 823 
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Canning Industry Report 
(Concluded from page 333) 
sumers of fresh products, even when 

the latter are in flush supply.” 


The report lists these “comparative 
prices of selected fresh and processed 
products,” in cents per edible pound: 


Product Canned Frosen Fresh 
(conte) (cents) (cents) 
Green . 16-26 30-36 28-32 
Lima — ‘ . 82-44 45-52 
Snap beans. . 21-40 36-40 14-17 
Sweet corn: 
Kernel... 18-31 35-37 
On-cob.. 4-55 75-84 13-15 
Spinach... 16-19 28-35 24-30 
14-26 31-309 9-11 
Orange juice 
Unsweetened . 8 10 16-18 12-15 


These conclusions are based upon a 
survey and analysis made in the Wash- 
ington, D. C., area. 


The October issue of the industry 
report also includes statistical items 
on per capita consumption, seasonal 
supply and distribution, and various 
other comparisons of fresh and proc- 
essed food products. For the first 
time, the report bears an illustrated 
cover. It is presented in a new format. 


The Commerce Department report 
points to a shift in dietary habits in 
which the per capita consumption of 
fruits and vegetables has increased 
materially at the expense of grain, 
potatoes and other carbohydrate foods. 
It points further to the fact that the 
increase in per capita consumption 
of processed fruits, vegetables and 
juices, especially canned, has risen at 
a much faster rate than the per capita 
consumption of fresh produce. Thus 
increased consumption of canned 
fruits and vegetables can be attributed 
to (a) a material increase in per 
capita consumption and (b) increases 
in population. The latter amounts to 
about 11.5 percent since 1939. The 
net result on total consumption as re- 
ported by the Department of Com- 
merce is that canned fruits and vege- 
table consumption has doubled in the 
last 25 years. 


The next issue of Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables will appear in December, 
to be followed by editions in February, 
May and August. This schedule will 
permit coverage and analysis of Bu- 
reau of the Census reports on distribu- 
tor holdings of the 24 canned products 
immediately following their release. 


The report is available from the 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., at a subscription rate 
of $1.00 a year. 


1819 Wat 
land Army Base, 14 


Veterans Administration — Procurement Divi- 
gen Veterans Administration, Washington 25, 


. 

1. r Public Contracts Act will 

y to all ope riormed alter the date 
total value of a con- 


tract is $10,000 or over. 

The QMC has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following: 

Tomato Juice Din dozen 46-0. 
cans, f.0.b. destina Bids due at Chicago 
under Bid No. tt 88-80-00 by Nov. 16. 

CANNED SWEETPOTATORS (Vesey) — $7, 
dozen No. 3 squat cans, .o. b. origin. Bids d 
at Change under Bid No. QM- tte 183-560-810 by 

ov . 

BRans witnout Pork—136,728 dosen 


No, 2% cans, f.0.b. destination. Bids due at 
— o under Bid No. QM-11-183-50-270 by 
ov 


CANNED Sweetrotators (Fancy)—quantities 
of No. 3 squat and No. 2% cans, .o. b. destina- 
. Bids due at Chi under Bid No, QM- 
11-188-50-319 by Nov. 
Fruit Jaus—628 denen 16-02. jars of apri- 
cot, blackberry, red cherry, Da lum, 
h, and raspberry 
O. b. destination, Bids due at New 
ork’ ender Bid No. QM-30-280-50-294 by Nov. 
* „004 pounds in 24-0. 


Sausace—56 
cans, f. o. origin. Bids due at 8 under 
Bid No. QM-1 188-650-301 by Nov. 29. 


Food Processors to Be Heard 
(Concluded from page 333) 


time that “representatives of other 
food processors will be requested to 
give testimony on their costs of raw 
materials, processing costs, services 
rendered, and profits in an effort to 


secure all pertinent facts in the food 
distribution field.” The announcement 
also states that “if time permits food 
brokers will likewise be requested to 
testify.” 

The Gillette subcommittee held a 
series of hearings from April 27 to 
October 6. In addition to Senator Gil- 
lette (Iowa), the subcommittee com- 
prises Senators Lucas (III.), Holland 
(Fla.), Aiken (Vt.) and Young (S. D.). 


STANDARDS 
Standards for Salad Dressings 


A proposed regulation establishing 
definitions and standards of identity 
for mayonnaise, French dressing and 
related salad dressings—which are in- 
gredients in some canned foods—were 
issued by the Federal Security Ad- 
ministrator on October 28 and pub- 
lished in the Federal Register of No- 
vember 6, 

The proposals specify every ingre- 
dient which may or must be used as a 
constituent of these salad dressings 
and indicates the label declarations 
which must accompany the use of cer- 
tain of these optional ingredients. 


The standard of identity, as issued 
in final form, will govern the com- 
position of salad dressings for all pur- 
poses and should receive the attention 
of food processors having occasion to 
use salad dressings. 
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